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Being There

Anatomy of a Picture

Exploring Taboos in Art

Words and Photography by Matt Dibble

    Your eye went directly to the plastic

wineglass didn’t it? Yes, it’s an art

opening. The exhibition: Full Frontal: A

Male View of the Male Figure, at

Esteban Sabar Gallery in September. An

exhibition that questions why “The

specific image of a naked man remains

taboo in our society.”

    Taboo? It’s been nearly 25 years

since a man, three stories high and clad only in white briefs, first loomed over Times

Square, stopping pedestrians in their tracks on behalf of Calvin Klein. And it has been 18

years since a Robert Mapplethorpe retrospective featuring homoerotic photographs nearly

brought down the National Endowment for the Arts. Here in the Bay Area, where clothing-

optional beaches and Abercrombie & Fitch ads are as much a part of the landscape as Coit

Tower, is the nude male really taboo anymore?

The Back Story

    OAKLAND — Police are trying to find out who used red spray paint to deface a wall-

sized public mural about the oppression of the Ohlone Indians. Oakland muralist Rocky

Baird completed the 25-by-10-foot mural on the side of Gaylord’s Caffe Espresso at 41st

Street and Piedmont Avenue in February. Since then, he has heard from a few people

upset that the mural features a naked American Indian man.

—Kristin Bender, Oakland Tribune, April 25, 2006

    We would not be gazing at a man gazing at his platform shoes right now, were it not for

another naked man across town. The central figure of the mural is an unclothed Ohlone

man, surrounded by Spanish missionaries offering him jeans and a red shirt. Before Baird

could complete his mural, someone else stepped in to finish the job begun by the

Franciscans: red spray paint obscured the man’s genitals. After several repair jobs—and

more vandalism—Baird finally left the mural as is.

The Curator

    Full Frontal’s curator, Carl Wolf, was living near the Ohlone mural when the incidents

began. “I thought, why the sharp reaction? In the 21st century we’re not ready for this?”
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began. “I thought, why the sharp reaction? In the 21st century we’re not ready for this?”

Wolf asks. After a public protest, it became clear that a small group of Native Americans felt

the nudity was demeaning. “In the context, you see these missionaries trying to clothe the

native person. So the nudity illustrated the point of the mural,” says Wolf, who recognized

taboo at work. “It’s still a nude figure. So nudity is savagery? What’s up with that?”

The Jingletown Connection

    Months later, while visiting the Jingletown area during Open Studios, Wolf was reminded

of the Ohlone man. There in Fernando Reyes’ studio, among masterful charcoal drawings

of landscapes and female nudes, hung masterful charcoal drawings of male nudes.

Peacefully coexisting—as nature intended. Wolf began to envision a show of male nudes by

male artists. Reyes sent Wolf to the nearby studio of Russ Osterweil.

The Photographer

    Though Russ Osterweil has made hundreds of images of male nudes, none were hung

for Open Studios. Instead, when Wolf arrived, they had to search his computer. One image

they found, Wayne Stretching, is included in the exhibition. “You see the sensitivity in this

guy,” says Wolf. “You look at it more like you look at an image of a female nude, much

more organic.” 

    “I thought about this image for two years wondering if it would ever be publicly shown,”

says Osterweil.

    Wolf knew he had the genesis of a show, and the fact that he had never curated an art

exhibition before was not going to stop him. “I’m a personal trainer!” he says. “I work with

bodies, which doesn’t really tie into this, but it’s an interesting coincidence.”

The Photograph

    The show inspired Osterweil to create a new body of work. “I knew I didn’t want to use

models,” says Osterweil, whose subjects are acquaintances or men like the one above,

whom he found online; some identify as gay, some as straight. “The feeling that I got from

all of them is to first gulp at the idea and then to decide not to empower that timidity but to

empower liberation.”

The Boxes

    There is the bed, an empty shelf and some taped-up boxes. “I don’t find out too much

about who they are, because I want to find that out while I’m doing the shoot,” explains

Osterweil, standing at the opening with his model, Kenshi, who is seeing the photograph for

the first time. “The boxes are real. Kenshi had just moved here from Utah. He grew up in a

Mormon environment.”

    “San Francisco is the first place where I was really able to just be myself,” says Kenshi.

“It [the photograph] pushes the envelope for me. I love the idea of not being stuck in a box.

I think the way women are able to express their selves through fashion is very liberating,

and I think men are very restricted. If I want to wear platform boots, I’m gonna wear

platform boots.”

    Adds Osterweil: “We don’t look at men, and we certainly don’t look into men. I think the

taboo is against being seen as vulnerable, being available for scrutiny.”

    The exhibition, which also included the work of Kamal Al Mansour, Terry Furry, Ross

Kennedy and Marty Mccorkle, ran Sept. 7–Oct. 15.

E-mail Matt Dibble at beingthere@oaklandmagazine.com.

Car Insurance

Includes #1 Emergency Road Service.
Great low rates. Get a free quote.
www.AAA.com

Locksmith Services

24/7 Emergency Locksmith Fast,
Reliable Call 866-269-5522
www.TotalBayLocksmith.com

http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BYvYRf5EJS6XdDIuEjQSjw93VDfTq2qMB4PLskA3AjbcB4KqLAhABGAEg0vKeAygCOABQ1J3ZpAFgycbNhsijoBmgAZLoxP0DsgEXd3d3Lm9ha2xhbmRtYWdhemluZS5jb226AQk0Njh4NjBfYXPIAQHaAVBodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm9ha2xhbmRtYWdhemluZS5jb20vbWVkaWEvT2FrbGFuZC1NYWdhemluZS9Ob3ZlbWJlci0yMDA3L0JlaW5nLVRoZXJlL4ACAcgCguWhCagDAcgDB-gDhQboAxjoA44E9QMAIACE&num=1&sig=AGiWqtwJQuTmcSPHmEbzgqIc-vw3JwXDcw&client=ca-pub-9007359695498276&adurl=http://m1549.ic-live.com/325/%3F73651833%26OVMTC%3Dcontent%26site%3Dwww.oaklandmagazine.com%26creative%3D3425631780%26OVKEY%3Doakland%2520car%2520insurance
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B_x4gf5EJS6XdDIuEjQSjw93VDeO5qZoBp7z_6BHAjbcBgM2NARACGAIg0vKeAygCOABQiPfR0wVgycbNhsijoBmyARd3d3cub2FrbGFuZG1hZ2F6aW5lLmNvbboBCTQ2OHg2MF9hc8gBAdoBUGh0dHA6Ly93d3cub2FrbGFuZG1hZ2F6aW5lLmNvbS9tZWRpYS9PYWtsYW5kLU1hZ2F6aW5lL05vdmVtYmVyLTIwMDcvQmVpbmctVGhlcmUvqAMByAMH6AOFBugDGOgDjgT1AwAgAIQ&num=2&sig=AGiWqtx0FYX6y_eqyUtowKYoxjxyW38u3w&client=ca-pub-9007359695498276&adurl=http://www.TotalBayLocksmith.com
mailto:beingthere@oaklandmagazine.com


Home | Past Issues | Medical Guide | Regional Directory | Where To Buy | Community Links | Custom Publishing

Letters to the Editor | Sitemap | Snapshots | Contact Us | Subscribe

 | A Godengo Technology | Privacy Policy | Refund Policy

This site is a member of the City & Regional Magazine Association Online Network

ALABAMA

Birmingham Magazine

CALIFORNIA

Alameda Magazine

Diablo Magazine

Marin Magazine

Oakland Magazine

Palm Springs Life

Sacramento Magazine

San Diego Magazine

CONNECTICUT

Greenwich Magazine

New Canaan Darien Magazine

Westport  Magazine

atHome in Fairfield County Magazine

DELAWARE

Delaware Today

FLORIDA

Gulfshore Life

Sarasota Magazine

GEORGIA

Atlanta Magazine

HAWAII

Honolulu Magazine

ILLINOIS

Chicago Magazine

INDIANA

Evansville Living

Indianapolis Monthly

LOUISIANA

New Orleans Magazine

MAINE

Bangor Metro

MINNESOTA

Minnesota Monthly

MICHIGAN

DBusiness Magazine

Grand Rapids Magazine

Hour Detroit

Detroit Home Magazine

Traverse Magazine

MISSOURI

St. Louis Magazine

417 Magazine

NEW YORK

Buffalo Spree

Hudson Valley Magazine

Westchester Magazine

OHIO

Cincinnati Magazine

Ohio Magazine

PENNSYLVANIA

Main Line Today

RHODE ISLAND

Rhode Island Monthly

TENNESSEE

Memphis Magazine

TEXAS

Texas Monthly

WASHINGTON DC

Washingtonian

WISCONSIN

Madison Magazine

http://www.madisonmagazine.com/
http://oascentral.thegeoguide.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.oaklandmagazine.com/arts_and_entertainment/L46/1604297860/Right1/Godengo/Oakland_MMS_Network_3.1/OAS_Network_v3_160x600.html/524836776a6b734a6b587741444f342b?http://ad.afy11.net/ad?c=QMsN7YUKwEWIo4ABcReVnJIRMxChoJ82MVs-I9-9HNr-C5mKNzC+NtT5Jty0DQBD4P8kUBALTyoB4TCAZAXAMg==
http://www.oaklandmagazine.com/media/Oakland-Magazine/
http://www.oaklandmagazine.com/media/Oakland-Magazine/archive-index
http://www.oaklandmagazine.com/media/East-Bay-Medical-Guide/
http://oakland.thegeoguide.com/
http://www.oaklandmagazine.com/media/Oakland-Magazine/About-Us/Where-to-Buy-the-Magazine/index.php
http://www.oaklandmagazine.com/media/Oakland-Magazine/Community-Links
http://www.oaklandmagazine.com/media/Oakland-Magazine/Custom-Publishing/
http://www.oaklandmagazine.com/media/Oakland-Magazine/Letters-to-the-Editor/
http://www.oaklandmagazine.com/media/Oakland-Magazine/Sitemap/
http://www.oaklandmagazine.com/media/Oakland-Magazine/Snapshots/
http://www.oaklandmagazine.com/media/Oakland-Magazine/Contact-Us/
https://www.alamedapublishingstore.com/media/Alameda-Publishing-Store/Oakland-Magazine-Subscription/
http://www.godengo.com/rivista-solution/
http://www.godengo.com/
http://www.oaklandmagazine.com/media/Oakland-Magazine/Privacy-Policy
http://www.alamedapublishingstore.com/media/Alameda-Publishing-Store/Refund-Policy/index.php
http://www.citymag.org/
http://www.bhammag.com/
http://www.alamedamagazine.com/
http://www.diablomag.com/
http://www.marinmagazine.com/
http://www.oaklandmagazine.com/
http://www.palmspringslife.com/
http://www.sacmag.com/
http://www.sandiegomagazine.com/
http://www.greenwichmag.com/
http://www.ncdmag.com/
http://www.westportmag.com/
http://www.athomefc.com/
http://www.delawaretoday.com/
http://www.gulfshorelife.com/
http://www.sarasotamagazine.com/
http://www.atlantamagazine.com/
http://www.honolulumagazine.com/
http://www.chicagomag.com/
http://www.evansvilleliving.com/
http://www.indianapolismonthly.com/
http://www.neworleansmagazine.com/
http://www.bangormetro.com/
http://www.minnesotamonthly.com/
http://www.dbusiness.com/
http://www.grmag.com/
http://www.hourdetroit.com/
http://www.detroithomemag.com/
http://www.mynorth.com/
http://www.stlmag.com/
http://www.417mag.com/
http://www.buffalospree.com/
http://www.hvmag.com/
http://www.westchestermagazine.com/
http://www.cincinnatimagazine.com/
http://www.ohiomagazine.com/
http://www.mainlinetoday.com/
http://www.rimonthly.com/
http://www.memphismagazine.com/
http://www.texasmonthly.com/
http://www.washingtonian.com/

